Retelling to Check for Understanding

Date: June 1, 2010

Grade Level: First

Lesson Format: This lesson will take place with all of my students (Whole Class Instruction)

Lesson Objectives: Students will retell the events of a story to check for understanding.

GLCE:  R.CM.01.02 retell in sequence up to three important ideas and details of familiar simple oral and written text.

Materials: 

· Big Book, Bella Lost Her Moo by Judith Zorfass 

· Easel

· Pointer

Resources:  Some of the ideas that I will be using in this lesson were obtained from the book Growing Readers: Units of Study in the Primary Classroom by Kathy Collins.

Rationale/ Background: This objective is extremely important when students are reading and retelling the story that they just read.  Students often times think that they only retell a story once they reach the end, however, this lesson will show them that readers stop at different points in a book and retell what they just read about.  When they stop at various places in the text and retell, this allows the reader to check to see that they understand the text.  If they cannot recall what they just read about, then the text is too hard for them and they should probably choose another book to read.  If they can accurately retell, they then continue reading the text and periodically stop and retell what they just read about.  This continues every couple of pages until students reach the end of the book.  I have had numerous students in my class come up to me and tell me that they just read a book that is higher than their current level and that I need to give them a reading test because they have moved up.  My students need to know that just because they can read all of the words in the book does not mean that they are ready to move up to new level.  They need to understand that when we read a book, we need to be able to retell what we just read or it is not considered reading.  This lesson will provide my students with this information. 

Lesson Opening: I will connect what we discussed the previous day in Readers Workshop and link it with today’s lesson on retelling to check for understanding.

· “Boys and girls, yesterday we learned about how we need to retell a story when we are finished reading it.”

· I will then ask reading partners to turn and talk about why readers need to retell when they get to the end of a story. 

· After thirty seconds, I will use my rain stick to signal to my students that I would like them to stop talking and turn back towards me.

· I will remind them that readers retell at the end of the story so that they can recall the details of the story.  Next, I will tell them what we will be doing today.

· “Readers do not just retell when they get to the end of a story, they also retell at different parts of the story.”

· “Today we are going to practice retelling by stopping at different points in the story and making sure that we understand what we just read about.”

· I will then pull out the big book, Bella Lost Her Moo.

Before Reading:

· I will tell my students what I would like them to do while I am reading.

· “I am going to read Bella Lost Her Moo.  I am going to stop and retell after I have read the first three pages.  I want to you pay attention to what I do when I am retelling.”

· I will then ask students to give me the thumbs up signal to show me that they are ready for me to start reading.

During Reading:

· I will begin by reading the first three pages aloud to my class.  I will use my finger pointer to read so that students can follow along.

· I will stop after the three pages, close the book and retell what I just read about.

· “Boys and girls, I am going to retell what I just read about.  I want you to be detectives and listen very carefully to my retelling.”

· “Bella is a cow and she lives on a farm with some other animals.”

· “First, a dog comes long and barks at Bella.  Bella tries to respond back with a moo but she cannot moo.  She is really worried.”

· I leave out the next part about the cat coming along.

· “Please turn and talk with your partner about what I just did when I retold the part of the story that I just read.”

· Once students give me thumbs up signaling they understand what they will be discussing with their reading partner, I will tell them to “turn and talk.”

· I will walk around and listen in to partners talking.  

· This will take about 2 minutes.

· I hold up rain stick and this signals students to stop talking.

· “Boys and girls… what did you notice that I did when I retold the story?”

· I will call on groups to share with the class what they noticed me doing.

· After students have reminded me that I missed a part in my retelling, I will tell them how important it is when we retell that we remember all of the details.

· “When we start reading a new book, it is always a good idea to read the first couple of pages and then stop and retell.  This allows us to see if we understand what we are reading about.  If for some reason we cannot remember what we just read about, then the book is probably too hard for us.”

· I will then go back and reread the first three pages and accurately retell.

· I will then explain what to do if a book is too hard for us.

· “If we cannot recall the details when we retell the first part of the story, then the book is too hard for us.  If that happens to you, it is okay.  All you have to do is put the book down and choose another book to reread.”

· I am then going to explain that they are going to get a chance to try this strategy out. 

· Together, as a class, we will read the next three pages of How Bella Lost Her Moo together.  I will use the finger pointer to point to the words as we read them aloud.

· After we have read the next three pages, I will close the book and I will ask my students to retell the part we just read about.

· “Boys and girls, now I want you to practice retelling the part of the story that we just read.  Remember to include all of the details in your retelling.”

· I will walk around the room while partners practice retelling the story to each other.

· I will then signal them to stop talking by using my rain stick and have them turn back towards me so that they can share their retellings.

· After partnerships have shared, we will then continue reading the rest of the book together and retell it once we reach the end.

After Reading:

· After we read Bella Lost Her Moo, I am going to remind students what we worked on today.

· “Boys and girls… today we learned that readers do not just retell at the end of the story.  Readers stop after the first few pages and retell.  The reason we do this is because we need to check to see if we are understanding what we just read about.”

· I will then ask for volunteers to share with me what happens if we cannot retell what we just read about.”

Lesson Conclusion:

· I will remind students that it is okay if a reader does not know what they just read about, it just means that the book is too hard for them.  

· “This has happened to me a few times where I go to retell what I just read about and I cannot.  I realized that the book I was reading was too hard for me and I put it down and selected a new one.”

· I plan on reminding my students that if a book is too hard for us now, we will eventually be able to read it.

Adaptations and Extensions:  My students will be paired up with their reading partners.  I selected and established partnerships based on students reading levels.  I paired students up with either someone who was either at the same reading level, one above or one below.  I want students to be able to read books from the same level during partner reading time. I also wanted to teach my students how to discuss books and by having them turn and talk when I am teaching allows them to get the exposure they need.

Assessment of Objective:  

Objective: Students will retell the events of a story to check for understanding.

· Informal, formative assessment: I will assess this objective by listening to student’s verbal interaction with their reading partners and their responses when sharing with the whole class.  Students who are able to identify the part of the story that I left out during my retelling and those that can accurately retell portions of the story will have achieved this goal.

