Retelling to Check for Understanding

Date: June 5, 2010

Grade Level: First

Lesson Format: This lesson will take place with all of my students (Whole Class Instruction)

Lesson Objectives: Students will identify and include setting when retelling.

GLCE:  R.CM.01.02 retell in sequence up to three important ideas and details of familiar simple oral and written text.

Materials: 

· Big Book, Bella Lost Her Moo

· Big Book, Shark in the Park

· Big Book, Clean Your Room Harvey Moon!

· Easel

· Pointer

Resources:  Some of the ideas that I will be using in this lesson were obtained from the book Growing Readers: Units of Study in the Primary Classroom by Kathy Collins.

Rationale/ Background: This objective is extremely important when students are reading and retelling the story that they just read. We have been working on retelling for a few days now.  I have previously taught that students need to include the characters names when they are retelling what they just read about.  Today’s lesson is going to focus on identifying the setting by using picture cues and include this information when retelling what we just read about.  I am going to explain to students that it is important to include the setting when we are retelling a story because it is important for us to include important details about the story when we are retelling.  Where the story takes place, or the setting, is one of those important details.  We have been working on including at least three important details in our retelling of a story and by including the setting; this can count for one of our important details.

Lesson Opening: I will connect what we discussed the previous day in Readers Workshop and link it with today’s lesson on identifying the setting when we retell a story.

· “Boys and girls, yesterday we learned how we need to include the characters names when we retell a story.”

· I will remind them that readers use all of the characters names when they are retelling what they just read about.  Next, I will tell them what we will be doing today.

· “Readers, I have noticed that we are doing an excellent job of using the characters names when we are retelling a story and today I am going to teach you that readers include the setting when we are retelling.”

· Next, I will review with students what the setting of a story is.

· “I want you to think about what the setting of a story is and then turn and talk with your partner about what you think the setting of a story is.”

· After one minute, I will use my rain stick, which will signal to students that they need to finish what they are saying and turn back towards me.  I will then ask for volunteers to share what they think the setting of the story is.

· “Who would like to share what they think the setting of the story is?”

· After a brief discussion about what the setting is, I will then tell my students why we need to identify the setting when we retell a story.

· “When we read a book, it is important for us to include the setting in our retelling because it is a very important detail.  Remember that the setting is where the story takes place and when we retell the story, we want to include as many important details as we can.”

Before Reading:

· I will tell my students what we will be doing today.

· “I am going to show you a book that we have read numerous times.”

· I will then bring out the familiar big book, Bella Lost Her Moo. 

· “Boys and girls, we have read this book, Bella Lost Her Moo, many times together.”

· I will then tell my students that I am going to figure out the setting of this book and I want them to watch and see how I figure it out.

During Reading:

· I will not be reading this book the conventional way.  I will be looking at the pictures, which will help me figure out what the setting of the story is.  I will talk aloud my thought process as I do this.

· “We have already read this book many times so I am not going to read it to you today.  One way that we can figure out what the setting of a story is to look at the pictures.  I am going to show you how I would figure out what the setting of Bella Lost Her Moo just by looking at the pictures.”

· “As I open the book up to the first page, I see that there are animals all around.  There are fields in the background and there is a big red barn on this page.”

· I turn to the next page.

· “I see a cow and a dog on this page.  I also see some hay, trees and a fence.  Oh look, there is that barn again.  Boys and girls, I think that the setting of this story is a farm.”

· I will then ask my students to turn and talk about what I just did.

· I will walk around and listen to what my students have to say.

· After a minute, I will use my rain stick, which will signal that I would like students to stop talking and turn back towards me.

· “Boys and girls, what did you notice me doing when I was trying to figure out the setting of this book?”

· I will pull sticks and ask those students to share what they noticed me doing.

· After our sharing time, I will tell students that I used the pictures to help me figure out the setting.

· “Boys and girls, now you are going to get to practice figuring out the setting of another familiar big book.”  

· I will put away Bella Lost Her Moo and take out Clean Your Room Harvey Moon!  I will then explain what I would like them to do.

· “Boys and girls, I now want you to practice using the pictures to help you figure out the setting of Clean Your Room Harvey Moon!  We are not going to read this story because we already have read this together numerous times. What I am going to do is show you the first picture and you are going to carefully look at the picture and discuss what you see with your reading partner.  When you are done, then you will give me a thumbs up and I will turn the page.”

· I will then show them the first picture.

· After I see the thumbs up signal from all of the partnerships, I will then turn the page and have them do the same thing as they did on the previous page.  

· After they give me the thumbs up signal that they are done I will then say, “Now I would like you to talk with your partner about what you think the setting of this story is.”

· After a minute, I will use my rain stick, which will signal that I would like students to stop talking and turn back towards me.

· “Boys and girls, what do you think the setting of this story is?”

· I will also ask students to use evidence from the pictures to support their thinking by asking questions such as, “Why do you think that?  What pictures did you see that makes you think that _____ is the setting?”

· If students need more practice with identifying the setting using picture clues, I will do the same thing with Shark in the Park.  

After Reading:

· After students identify the setting of Clean Your Room Harvey Moon!  I will remind students that we can use the clues in the pictures to help us figure out the setting.

· “Boys and girls… today we learned that readers use clues from the pictures to figure out the setting.  Readers then use this information when they are retelling.  We need to remember to include the setting when we are retelling a story.”

Lesson Conclusion:

· I will remind students that when they retell a book or a story that they just read, they need to include the setting.  

· “We all need to make sure that when we retell a story, we include the setting in our retellings because the setting is a very important detail in a story.”

Adaptations and Extensions:  My students will be paired up with their reading partners.  I selected and established partnerships based on students reading levels.  I paired students up with either someone who was either at the same reading level, one above or one below.  I want students to be able to read books from the same level during partner reading time. I also wanted to teach my students how to discuss books and by having them turn and talk when I am teaching allows them to get the exposure they need. 

Assessment of Objective:  

Objective: Students will identify and include the setting when they are retelling.

· Informal, formative assessment: I will assess this objective by listening to student’s verbal interaction with their reading partners and their responses when sharing with the whole class.  Students who are able to identify that I the clues from the pictures to figure out the setting and those that can accurately use picture clues to figure out the setting of Clean Your Room Harvey Moon! will have achieved this goal.

